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SUMMARY

The sy Dy csle brationa and Tress amwersary (May 5) claim a considerable

peT of the aa*‘mall and regienal iransmitter output. A mute testimony 4o the
unpopularity of So._iui 31 competition ig seen in the lack of publieity given

55 the 23d amni ze“.sary of 'the introduction of that practice (Apr. 29). The
1lien-ruble State iean 1s not yet heavily putlicized beyond the offioial
ot (P‘wy )\), aad Finanze Miﬂis ter Zverav's speech on the same day
dicunzzivg i4s Hc:Cu.LV‘”

|
i 'i‘ss : obvie"ely alfected by the urgency of the current sowing
e oY 1i‘?-=d heavily to the sphere of agriculture. Paper work,
sotives ar.d ”‘u: "bua“rlﬂ-—bu:«tle" (suyetnya) of interminable cmferences are
2 ihe "onm:m weskness of many Perty organizatioms.

Lo S Mo
G poe

Mest of the out )ut on agriculture is designed to prod the cresky collective-farm
mazhing into more action. Thke frequent discussions of Agricultursl Statute
violatdion [nsrushanie selkhozugtava) have now been superseded by criticism of
sgretechnisal "*17'-' violetiens (marushenie agrotekhnicheskikh pravil), that is,
The qualitaiive aspect of field work, and the failure to take advantage of
favorabls olimat i’* conditions
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astually FRAVDA!s snniversary, 1is denlt wjtv in th2t paperts
v feealliiar laudatory tere:. Agserting ‘nat this nowspADSY wWag
y lenin’s directive snd Stalin's initiative (wit.h'mt rencioning,
in precaded Stalin ‘

1, : : cdxrm) the eliterlael intimates tnat it has
areder o,unrv'z Jiwect leadership ever since, fhe farce of t,m. Soviet press,

s guided, and its ..('.L-.'-_‘O].Of_f,y is defined" by the Pexdy. Although

% the “~'m.1mw._t~. ni 2apitalism™ in the people’s .;.mds and the “'degrading

. mentiomad as arong the c¢bisef functions of the press, mos 1 of the

.5 on practizal current matters such as the dissemination ci ; dzading

Srakl Xpericnuces apd encovragemsnt Lo greaier efforts in general. PRAVDA“

tenor 1 on the whc‘la cowpearatively mild, and no referense iz made to [the usual "grave

sherteomings” thai demand Lmnediate attantion. }

a4 Pex VL-f,- article on the svbject circalated by TASS (Apr. 27) sfressas what the press
2" (r ua) +5 dc rather then what it is actua.l.ly doing. Part of
sayr, still conduias propagande materisl that is "lac_ls‘:i.ng in sWbstance™. Some
T claimed, . maintaining the required press standu:l«-articlﬂs are
puhLLSllr’d. Irreplarly sod » themes ars ©o0 narrow.  Reviews of literatu.re are infre-
o reelim *r—ading matarial are neg,’lectnd. Fntic:tbm from below
ls, acceor: ¢ Padkurkov, another virtue in which mhe press agparentlj
for ondy T wouraging such criticism will it be a.ble to "revedl short-

< | t5..ea0d racketeers who bring los.,es +to the State.” -
syltaral Charter and embezzlement of collective farm preperty, it

the purview of the Soth press, and it i on those malpractices,
;,vx atbention.” There is much room for improvement in the
samar materful, Podkurkov concludess Letterp from workers are

ished while the authorship of the publishea.\matari.a.l is.confined

,
2Oominss, oot i
Infringzepenis

|
Tre ncvbpapar wheeh is £illed with articles of a
few pecple dhd glith@he materials of thelr staff members
and ignores the letters of workers end collec*ive farmers
loses its face as a mass newspaper. ‘

Regional comment on Press Day is diffuge in character but in the main rollows the PRAVDA

line in that it confines discussion of the subject to general terms, is less criticel
vhen apusl and lacks specifieiby. \
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LITERARY GAZETTE (Home Service, Ma‘y 5) reprcduces excerpts from a testimonial letter to
PRAVDA from the Folish TRYBUNA LUDU on the occasion of Pregs Day:

|
PRAVDA glves \‘15[ +he best example of how to appeal to the masses...
| .
We also study‘éareﬁlly PRAVDA's information on Party life and
international events...

1

i

I
We learn from!/ PRAVDA the Party principles and revolutionary
vigilance.

. We learn 1‘rom‘1§ ‘ YDA how to expose the imperialists and the
enemies cf peace.

|

L
Secialist Competition: There ;Lsh [ra-:.tically no comment on the Socialist Competiticn
Arniversary (Apr. 29) except inl‘a ‘[PRAV‘DA editorial on the same day where it is referred
tc¢ in passing. The paper, howe‘{t:axr, takes the opportunity to denounce on aspect of
Sncislist compstition until recently widely publicized in the press and on the radio.
The so~ralled Sseialist safekeefsixig (sotsialisticheskaya sokhrannost), an outgrowth of
Sotiglist <ompstition, meant thz;z‘;tgstate and collective farm equipment and property were
assigned to individual vr~rkers and farmers for "exemplary" maintenance under their own
responaibility. In the pmst-wm"} drive against frequent technical breakdowns and inept
msintenanze and hendling of macljuiﬁery, Socialist safekeeping was introduced as a method
designed to achieve that end. Iﬂwas in a way a form of Socialist competition for
tidiness and batter maint.enancelpﬁ equipment which is now defined by the generic term of
“produstion culture® (kultura pr“o%zvodstva).

|
Tha+ live has: ~briouzly been chrL.‘néed novw, and PRAVDA refers Lo 1% as “an artificially
imposed novelily” {iskusstvennc ﬁhvyazyvaemoye novshestvo) and wrong practice which in
sffact absalve the department hé‘ads and other economic leaders of their legal
responsiblilities. This “thought-out enterprise” (nadumannaye zateya), the paper says,
mersly sarves o detract the atﬁer‘ltion of the workers from genuine Socialist competition
and ir comdu-ive 5 a sowu of "depersonslization" (obezlichka), that is, a division of
respons. .cility, whizh iz said © %‘r‘be contrary to Soviet law.

I

The miv reglousl reference 1o Soeialist Conpetition Day appears in a PRIDUNAYSKAYA PRAVDA
edivorial un Apr. £3, but it,»'t:'o:oL treats the subject inferentially and in a different context.
PARTY ACTIVITIES g \

N

Busirsss abllity (delovitost), according to Yakubov of the Azerbaijan Communist Party
{Apr.24, not broadsast), is one of the essential requirements that many Party members

are lackding. This, he says, is 1p:articula.rly evident in a number of Azerbaijan Party
organizations where many of the| officials are simply unfit for leadership. The "art of
prevision” (askuestvo predvideni‘a.), a sine qua non of Communist business ability, is sald
t.¢ be atill alien to a sizable 'pa;-t of the leadership of Party-pclitical work. Implicity
rveferring to Communist addictioi'{ to all scrts of conferences and meetings, Yakubov speaks
ir scathing terms of the officlals who can talk their way out of anything:

i
We still hav«sf all snrts of chatter-boxes and promise~-makers
whe ure capable of drowning any live issue in thedir
talks end hustle-bustle of conferences.

.
L
i

Russian varsion:

U nacs eshche §n:e perevelis vsiskogo roda boltuny
1 'obeshchalﬁ.iny' , kotorie sposobny v razgovorakh i
zasedatelskoy ‘gsuyetne potopit luboye zhivoye delo.

.

What some Communist officials "Lje?e;r like fire" (boyatsia kek ognia), it is claimed, is a
checkup on “he implementation of ‘Itheir own decisions. No amount of paper worlk or directlves
w11l ever d: the job on hand, and the belief that a mere order will secure its execution

is said to be erronedus. The Oblast Party Comnittee of the Nagorno-Karabskhslaya Autonomous

Oblagt, says Yakubov, fits t.ha*t‘.1 1pjattern. Measures for the improvement of livestock-breeding,
the mpain industry of the oblast‘,f had been discussed and adopted 18 different times but
never put int: practice. The result was a complete failure of the liveetock plane. The

|
|
|
1
|
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ceazon €or that is that "the OBlast Party Committee "has been running...at idle speed"
(rabotal...na kholostom ¥Xhodu), never bothering 4o make sure vhether 1ts numerous
directives and derisi~ns are implemented. Such officials, says the author, usvally

evolve 1nto a kind of ‘petty fussers"” (deliagi-krokhobory) whose activities are detrimental
to the State and the country's economy. It is against that type of shortcoming, he con-
clujes, that the Party must wage a relentless struggle.

The reluctance to chq:k the execution of Party decisions is also the subject of a
Polyaxov dispat~h from Voronezh Oblast (Apr. 26). The Oblast Party Committee, he says,

s frequently does not know about the fate of its owm decisions, or finds out about them

4
¢

106 late. Clting & few incidents to substantiate the claim that Party officials as &
rple prefer to confine their activities to paper work, Polyakov asserts +that the .
“tenden~y to shy away" (stremlenie otmakhnutsia) from e thorough checkup on the way deci-
sions are carried out is still prevalent throughout the oblast. Such a state of Party
affairs, he says, "cannot te econsidered as normal” (nelzya priznat normalnym).

Checking fulfillment (proverka ispolnenis), says MOLOT editorially on Apr. 26, is not
teken very sgeriouzly by a pumber of ravon Party organizations. This is evident, for
example, Zu Klrev Rayon where non-ful#iliment of Party decisions is often revealed
+hrougn piarn failures. Thls pcint, however, is not amplified beyond the remark Ihat
vinztantes of chesting the Stete” (fakty cobmana gosudarstva) have also been noted in the
rayer. Anothsr case in point is the Semikarakovskiy Rayon Party Committee. Violation of
Party wnd Stats discipline (narushenie partiynoy i gosudarstvennoy distsipliny) are listed
4: same of its "many serious shertcomings.” Between May 23, 1951, and Feb. 13, 1952,
that Party Committee is sald to have uncovered numerous shortcomings in the livestock
ipdustry ou four different. occasions, but the only steps taken to remedy the situation
wsrs, as the editorisl puts it, "warning, showing and demending." Weedless to say, such '
supervissry activities did not contribute to greaTer progréessd the 3-year livestock plan
wea: & failore, and "lcsses of communal stoek"™ were incurred. Unfortunately, the paper
cencludes, thiz zort of Party behavior is not confined te the mentioned two rayous alone.

Tizeussing the activitiss of the Political Departments (pol'itot:dely) of the Kuybyshev rail-
road Jine (Apre 23), Yakimevitch declares that many of them are still “trailing in the tail-
rend ci' erenti" ‘pletutsia v khvoste sobytiy). Here, again, paper work (kgntsalim'shchlna)
15 referred %o as +the bane of Party life. The Political Departments, it will be recalled,
E ipetitited during the last war to enforce mar~lal law on the railrcads which, :
dentally, is still in effect. With aimost un. .mited power over every phase of rail-

+d menlvitaes, these Departments are ssid %o be confining their duties to office

youtine med “losing rontact with the masses™ (teryayet svyazi 3 massami). What they are:
sensitive o, howsver, according to Yakhnevitch, is crivicism of their red tape (volokita).
The 3 - 18 ~ited, in thiz connection, of an offirial who, after complaining tC the
Ministar of Oommugications of mismanagement at the Xyubyshev freight depot, was told that
“he rhose Bht wWIong ¥aYe..ol Tighting shortcomings® (formu borby s nedosmatkamio..izbral
uepravilnubm}, ard had bettsr not repeat it in the future. :

W

+ o

The tendency toward isolation from the masses on *he part of some unnamed Party and
Kemeom-l crganizations ls commented on in disparaging terms by DNEPROVSKAYA FRAVDA on
Apr. 2%, Reiterafing Stalin's dlctum that in eddition to maintaining close ties with the
mazses and teaching them, the Party must also lzarm from them, the paper hinte that lack
of. daily zontact with the people may impair their confidence in the Party. A number of
Gommunis*ts acd Komsomols, howsver, do not seem tr think in such terms: "They are not
making any reports to the masses and are not reading leatures to the worksers on political
subjecstze”

Petty trusteeship (melochnaya opeka) is another objectionable feature of Party activities,
seonrding o Zimina’s letter to FRAVDA of Apr. 25 (not broadeast). The Karaganda City Party
Committes, zsys the letter, has arbitrarily assumed that kind of "trusteeship" over its
subordinate raycn committees which virtually deprives them of their prerogatives under the
Party Charter. This high-hended administration is said to have intimidated the rayon

Party orgenizations to such an extent that whenever they are required to draft any decisions
of their own, they merely ropy those of the city committee. That, says Zimina, has an
adverse effs~t on Party and economic activities, and it is high time that something be

done about 1t ’
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'I’here is very little discussion oi’ Pa.r’ty~pnlitlcal education in the period under review.
‘The- only complaint of familiar shortcominge in that area is aired in a MOLUT editorial
ion Apr. 25, Educational progress in the Party school network, says the paper, is
‘hamperzd by i1nadequate attendance and a "low level" of instruction. The propagandists
in charge of those schoolas do not get the necessary Party assistance and advice they are
enti*lml 10, and; bveing left tc their own resources, are said to be putting: {n a poor
peri‘o*'manf'e. Such an attitude, the editorial declares, causes "extreme harm"™ to the
pol +ical educatiou of Ccommunists, and lowers their "ideological and political level."

AI'RIC‘UIT"IRE

.Luch familisr complsints as Agricultural Statute viclations, inadequate personnel training

,md. cthers are either de-~emphasized or omitted while most of the official attention is

1’ sused on the Job at hand -~ %0 make the current sowing campaign a success. Attention
to the livesuock industry is also perfunctory and mostly in the context of fodder

'\repa.rat ion,. :

\

I{URSKA,A PRAYTA {Apre 2k} lists seven rayons in which the field woerk is most unsatisfac-
'Jr'y and "the principles of ag;rraltural technique ars rudely violated." It is evident,
say~ ihe paper, tnat this work is "urderestimated" in 1952, and yet there is not the
sli@h‘ st reasnn oy Ysuch lack of v:gllanm'-" on the part <of the sgricultural authorities
a' Party organizations ~oncerned. The paper call:s upon all the Party. scviet, kolkhoz and
m,z(‘bL’e-*‘r.:.f““*' station officials of the oblast to do zomething about improving thne work,
remindi.xg thex *hat they all share in this common responsibility and that further derelictio

mll not bhe tolerated, Named as the most critical areas of Kursk oblast are Velike-

Mixr.n,: ilivekly, Polshe-Troitskiy, Belgorodskiy, Sudzhanskiy, Sazhenskiy, Oboyan and Ryliskiy
!'a.'_‘{OIL o :

ood crganizavion and intense work, says RADYANSKA UKRAINA (Apr. 25), are the two
Jndi zpen-able requiremsnts for the spring-sowing campaign but neither c¢f them is
‘rlde“lt e & wapter of l'lf:r:u.nmn oblasts:

Dozens of thowsande of hectares of spring grain crops have

not y2t been =own. There is a lag in the sowing of sunflower
and sugar beets. The sowing of sugar beets iz also slack in
Kirovograd Oblast, and the rate of fileld work is 1ow in Sumy
Oblaz® and especially <o in the Pclessye areas. Nearly every-
wheza there i3 a lag in prepariuvg fodder for ¢ammunal livestmko

B MEA;;A_ SR )
P d . ‘

tering psrfoomanze in the fl&ld iz alse laid to some rayons of Poltava, Vorash" ovgrad,
and Chernigev c¢blusts. Despite thelr large stocks of rrnrh:mee and draft animals, thes
o?::la,s".;s are =aid to have "failed to insure the ccmpletion" of fallow harrowing. A Late
start in grasz sowing 1s attributed to the oblasts of the teppe area, and "the same
t‘end nzy is acted” in the sugar-abeet growing rayons.

'I"he 5mring campaign 18 again dealt with by KURSKATA PRAVDA on Apr. 26, this time with the
mf_chan..r':xl end of it. Many machine-tractor statiomns, it is revealed, are doing their part
0" the job “extremely slowly" (kralne medl-nno), are not well orga.niznd ere wasting time
and Mdisrupting time schedules,"” | The editorial is particularly critical of Novoskolskiy
a.nd other rayon machine-tractor stations whose performance is about the worst in the
oblan KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA (Apr. 26) says that poor labsr or ganization, inept utiliza-
vion \.f tractorz, machinery and draft animals in the southern oblasts of the Republic
agcoum £or the "late start" in the sowing of a number of crops. The winter crops are not
Droperly maintainsd, and violatione of agrotechnical rules are noted everywhere., The
nurfhea:mwm and western oblasts, where mass spring sowing is to st a.rt soon, are warned
1.;&:!1151: emlating .ne example of their southern neighbors which have “apparently igonored
the fact" that meteorolnglcal conditions this spring demand the completion of spring

:tield work in the shortest possible time. They are also cautioned against sacrificing
qu.ality to speed, a tendenﬁy in some unnamed areas, and urged to observe the agrotechnical
rules at all costs Some rayons,. says the editorial, are indeed slow in every phase of
fleld work: ‘

|
|

Up to now the repair of the machine~tractor park and draft
equipment hags not yet been completed in several rayons. The
preparation of seed has not been completed, and the supply of
fuel has not been ingured. The fieldl stations for mecha.nizers
and grain grmrers have not been prepared.
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Poor labor organizatinn and unsatisfactory living conditions of the "mechanizers" (tractor
drivers and machine operators), particularly women tractor drivers, are referred to as the
main sauses of the oblastfs agricultural troubles in a report from Stalingrad on Apr. 27.

Spring field work has alrgady started but many tractors are stil) ‘dle due to "wvarious
techaical and organlzatiopal“ deficiencies. These techni-al deficiencieg, 1t is further
amplified. are caused by poor labor organizaticn which in turn|is made imposgible by the
inade quate living conditions of the women trac tor drivers. ‘iolations of labor discipline
{(narushenis tradovey distsipliny) are reported to be frequent, particularly among the

night. wicrkers whose work ghould e controlled but is not:

Many h‘eads of stations and kolkhozes do not adopt measures
for creating normal cultursl and living conditions, for
women Lracstor drivers, and o On. b

Tn most of the obiastlz rayons sowing is still carried out at 's very slow pace", and in

many placres the work hasteen disorganized and delayed, pa.rt-ic‘ularly%in +he planting of

mustard, pevanrial grasses; roots, sunflower; and sugar beets. The lack of labor
isciplins amons the L':a:]to: brigades, the report repeats, muq‘t be investigated

at once and remedial measures taken. The frequency of machinery breakdowns is said to

be zeriously impairing Yhe over-all efficieacy of the equipment: !

The tracior operators work until the tractors break
dovn dompletelye... It is worth noting that the
produgtivity of every sowing machine in Urupinsky:
Ruyon |did not surpass eight hectares a daydes

g the inadmissable shortcoming:s in the supply and distribution of
fervilize~ o *he fra2ldsa. At least fave rayona-«h’alachevskiy,! Olkhovskiy, Danilovskiy,

Tioraimngeny . end Togovskily--have for some unexplained reason discontinued manure~spreading
sperations “despite the fact” (nesmotrya nato} *hat they are sjtil.l far behind the plan.

N

A numbee of agrisoltural jrayons need a little prodding, accordﬁ.ng toi MOIOT (Apre 27), because

“they allow lasl year®s mistakes to be repeated.” Cotton plenting is again being delayed
and *he mo-* Yfavorabls s‘xgxrotechni::zal seascn" 1s being wastedd Cotton, says the paper,

15 ne=dsd @Y% az: much ad grain and metal, yet “many brigades ‘are. gtill idle and tractor
are rod fuifi1lling their assignmente.” Kagalnitsky, Neklinovskiy, and Proletarskiy
wot get started with their fleld work until a few days ago. In Orlovskiy,

¥iya. Mechetingkiy, and Kuybyshevskiy rayons cotton plonting “*s carried out in
anmined marrner" and agrotechninsal rules are being violated in Kuybtyshevslly o
Teelkinsky, and Salsily rayons. ‘ :

ORLOYSKAYA FRAVDA iApr. 27) =speaks in derisive terme of the "noninterference policy”
(politika nevmeshat :) still mainteined by a number of rayon, kolkhoz, and machine-
tractor statinon cificials. In 1951, they are reminded, their jrespective areas did not do
5o well because of a late start in the spring sowing, and last year's experience has
appsrently "failed tc benefit" these officials this year: ‘ *

How 18 one to tolerate such a reckless attitude t

the harvest when at the height of field opsj‘rations

many tractors.s.are still standing at the farmsteadsleso
Peeding and harrowing of winter grain and sowing iof grain
=rops have still not begun in Glazunovo, Yelets, Krasninskiy,
and cﬁrher rayons. | :

KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA (Apr. ’2’1) names Starly Krym, Kuybyshevo, and|Alushta rayons as containing
backvard ~ollective farms where spring field work is "not pro¢eed1ng satisfactorily."

The papesr calls upon the |lceal Party organizations to look inte +the ‘asgricultural

situation and put ar end|to the prevailing sluggicshness in the mentioned areas. Passing
reference ls also made to AgricuWltural Statute violaticns sald to be noted here and there,
but the point iz not smplified. The only other mention of statute violations appears ir
a broadcast from Thiiisi, ZARYA VOSTOKA (Apr. 23) complains 't;:hat "ot all" (ne vse)
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rayon Party and Executive Committees are taking measures to prevent violations of the
gtatute. It ictimates that even now, at the height of field work, a relentless s*;ruggle
against ali forms of statute violation is "an urgent task" (ncotlozhnaya zadacha)| of all
FParty organizations.

The livestock industry is &iscussed briefly in a RABOCHIY PUT editorial om Apr. 214» Many
rayons, 1! 1=z stated, have not yet fulfilled the 3-year livestock-breeding plan, and the
productivity of the stock "eontinues extremely low." No more details are offereo.|but the
editorial warning againat & repetition of last yeart!s mistakes is indicative of the chronic
nature of the shortcomings under discussion. |

Compulsory Insurance: A broadcast from Dnepropetrovsk (Apr. 30) urges all the collective
farms and private sitlizens of the oblast to reveal all their properties to the organs of
Compulsory State Insurance, and "not to allow any mistakes.” SubJject to compulsory
insurance in the rase of kolkhozes are all the collective farm buildings, livest-i™,
produce and fruit. With the exception of the last two items, ‘the same law applies also
to the praperty of private citizens.,

v
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